Chapter meeting: love and faith
Opening and Prayer
· Meeting called to order at 11am, closed to third-section members only
· Opening prayer: Immaculate Heart of Mary
· Reflection from Father Donner on the cross as symbol of the two great commandments
· Vertical: love of God; horizontal: love of neighbor
· Christ’s body on the cross as perfect fulfillment of both
Chaplain’s Report
· Read by chapter president in Father Michal’s absence (baptisms, weddings, quinceañeras every Saturday)
· Theme: forgiveness as a form of Catholic charity
· Peter asks Jesus how often to forgive; answer is 77 times, not a number but a posture
· Forgiveness is not condoning injustice; it flows from having been forgiven ourselves
· Challenge to knights: writing a check is easy; forgiving someone who hurt you is harder
· Call to action: pray for those you need to forgive, take the first step toward reconciliation
Bishop Soto Meeting and Priorities
· Chapter president met with Bishop Soto on August 7
· Key priorities raised by the bishop:
· CORE program: wants more councils to implement it; favors Catholic Radio promotion in English and Spanish
· Vocations: support discernment retreats, altar server events, work with Father Mauricio
· Campesinos: views it as a human rights and human dignity issue; will send letter to all priests
· 40 Days for Life: wants more knight participation; next campaign September 23 through November 1
· Wheelchair distribution in Mexico: bishop participated and wants better diocesan visibility
· Bishop expressed thanks for $2,079 raised at the annual dinner for the seminarian fund
Financial Reports
· Bills approved:
· $7,686.25 to Paradise pregnancy center (ultrasound initiative)
· $291.83 to Brother Jim Collins for President’s Dinner refreshments (voted and approved)
· Chapter treasurer highlights:
· Annual dues paid: $3,850 from 35 of 74 councils; 39 councils still outstanding at $125 each
· Chapter investments: two CDs at $5,000 each ($10,000 total)
· 100th anniversary assessment ($15): 34 councils paid, one refusing
· Campesinos fund: $5,375 currently; target is $10,000+ to serve 100+ families
· Ultrasound total raised: $27,671.25; after expenses, $18,171.66
· Steve Freitas family donated $2,313 separately
Membership and Recruitment
· Chapter at 12% of quota, 9th out of 16 chapters in the state
· Top-performing councils so far:
· Woodland 2143: 100% (District 14)
· Rancho Cordova 5322: 78% (District 7)
· Colusa 2145: 60% (District 4)
· Council 7634: 60% (District 13)
· Fairfield 3585: 57% (District 15)
· Oroville 2603: 50% (District 3)
· Supreme incentives (September 1 through December 31):
· Council hits quota: 8 embroidered caps, 8 aprons, chance at $200 gift card
· Individual recruits 2 members: entered in drawing for $1,500; 4 members = two entries
· Recruiting materials: 2,400 trifolds (English and Spanish) available through DDs
· Roundtable concept: recruit at nearby parishes without councils; members stay with your council until the new one reaches 30
· Online membership: free for one year, no voting rights; use as pipeline to CUF and full membership
CORE Program
· Deacon Danny appointed chapter CORE coordinator
· First step: survey all Grand Knights on whether a CORE coordinator and active program exist at their council
· Strategy: personal invitation over announcement; use kiosk literature uptake as a signal of interest
· Bishop’s vision: a diocesan men’s conference similar to Promise Keepers
· Deacon Danny meeting with bishop Monday to discuss specifics
Ultrasound and Wheelchair Programs
· Ultrasound: ask councils and districts to budget $200–$250 annually to build a dedicated pool
· Wheelchair program (Lou Salvatore):
· 139 million people worldwide need a wheelchair but cannot afford one
· Chapter goal: return to donating three containers per year ($120,000)
· Five options for councils: full Wheelchair Sunday, Texas-style (no video), event proceeds, budget donation, or nothing (most common, unacceptable)
· Three Wheelchair Sundays alone would yield ~$90,000 (average $25,000–$35,000 each)
· Lou will travel to any parish in California to run the drive; pastor approval is all that’s needed
· Wheelchair distribution in Mexico City: October 19–23; estimated ~$1,000 per person, breakfast and lunch included
Essay and Poster Contests
· Catholic Citizenship Essay Contest (Peter Tremblay, state chairman):
· Topic: JFK quote “The rights of man come not from the generosity of the State, but from the hand of God”
· 500–700 words; grades 8–12
· Council deadline: mid-October; chapter deadline: November 13; state deadline: December 18
· Submit only grade-category winners to chapter
· Keep Christ in Christmas Poster Contest: kindergarten through 12th grade; due to chapter by December 31
· Substance Abuse Poster Contest: ages 8–11 and 12–14; pick alcohol or drugs, not both
· Additional contests coming: Keep Christ in Christmas essay and Stewardship essay (4th–7th grade)
District Reports Highlights
· District 2 (Council 7773, Paradise): back-to-school Gear Up and Go program; pancake breakfasts monthly
· District 3 (Council 2054, Willis): Portuguese feast raised $19,000 in March
· District 3 (Council 12527, Gridley): ultrasound raffle exceeded $8,000 goal; parishioner donated $3,000 check unprompted
· District 11 (Council 11236, Elk Road): $12,000 in scholarships this year; $31,000+ over four years for Catholic school students
· District 14 (Council 2143, Woodland): 100th year; new officers, 100% recruitment quota
· District 15 (Council 3585, Fairfield): hosting November chapter meeting; Havana Nights fundraiser October 10
· Spanish outreach: chapter president seeking a Spanish council to host Supreme Hispanic Development training on November 22
Closing Business and Next Meeting
· 50/50 raffle raised $209; winner drawn by Father Donner
· Next chapter meeting: Saturday, November 21, 2026
· Host: Fairfield Council 3585, Holy Spirit Parish, 1050 North Texas Street, Fairfield
· Closing prayers: canonization of Blessed Michael McGivney and Our Lady of Guadalupe
· Meeting adjourned at 2:53pm

